
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
Pastor Alan Schoonover 

home - 307-883-3159 
cell - 307-713-6179 

office email: pastor.schoonie@gmail.com 
home email: schoonie@silverstar.com 

Office Hours 
Tuesdays 10:00 am -4:00 pm 

Wednesdays 10:00 am -5:00 pm 
Thursdays 10:00 am -4:00 pm 
(Other times by appointment) 

 

The Shepherd’s Staff 

Newsletter 

February 2012 

750 Seneca Lane, Indian Trails Addition 
P.O. Box 3257 

Jackson, Wyoming 83001-3257 

Church office 307.733.4382 
 Email:   sotmlcjackson@gmail.com 
Website:   http://www.sotmlc.org 
 

Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Worship Sundays  
8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Sunday School For All Ages  
Begins at 9:15 am 
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Mark Your Calendar 

 Red Cross Valentine’s  
Benefit Dinner-Feb 11 
 

 Ash Wed, 2/22 
 

 Blood Drive 2/29,      
12-6:45PM 
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LENTEN JOURNEY 
 

After being baptized by John in the river Jordan,  
Jesus went off alone into the wilderness where 
 he spent forty days asking himself the question— 
what does it mean to be Jesus?  During the forty  
days of Lent, Christians are supposed to ask  
themselves what it means to be themselves. 
 
 
 

 
 If you had to bet everything you have on whether  

there is a God or whether there isn’t, which side would get your money and why? 
 

 When you look in the mirror, what do you see that you like and what do you see 
that you dislike? 

 If you had only one last message to leave to the handful of people who are most 
important to you, in 25 words or less, what would it be? 

 Of all the things you have done in your life, which is the one you would most like 
to undo?  Which is the one that makes you happiest to remember? 

 Is there any person in the world, or any cause that if circumstances called for it, 
you would be willing to die for? 

 If this were the last day of your life, what would you do with it? 

To try to answer questions like these is to begin to be aware not only of who 
you are but of both what you are becoming and what you are failing to become.  It 
can be a depressing and tough business, but if ashes, sackcloth and a cross are at the 
start of it, something like Easter may be at the end. 

         ~ Pastor Al Schoonover 

LENTEN SERVICES 
SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 

 
February 22nd 6:30 PM     Ash Wednesday Worship  

February 29th 5:45 PM     Wednesday Lent Soup Supper 

February 29th 6:30 PM     Wednesday Lenten Worship  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The daring confidence in God's grace is seen in the lives and conversation 
with the members of SOTMLC. They show care and compassion for others, 

their friends, neighbors and those they meet that are in need. The time spent 

and the love shared brought the daring confidence of God's grace. The deep 
concern for the life and ministry of this congregation, its future work for 

God is this place has been shown in the overwhelming response to the 

Anniversary Offering, We have received over $30,000 so far, Thanks be to 
God. 

 

Martin Luther once wrote, "Faith is a divine work in us which changes us 
and makes us to be born anew of God."(John 1:12-13) He continued, "Faith 

is a living, daring, confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain that 

believers would stake their lives on it a thousand times. The knowledge of 
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 Red Cross Benefit Valentine's Dinner This year it will be Saturday, February 11 at The Pines. Doors 

open at 5:30 pm and dinner is at 6:30 pm. Dessert auction and prime rib and seafood offering. 

Vegetarian option if requested. All money from the event stays here in the Bridger-Teton area to help 

with disaster relief. Pre-sale tickets are $75 a person or $130 couple. If not a sell-out, tickets at door will 
be $85 and $150. If we can get a group to go, I can arrange for special seating as am on the committee. 

See Mary Lou for tickets 739 1137. 

 
 Sunday, February 5th - Super Bowl Sunday at the Schmillens. All are welcome to join in the 

celebration of football at 3:30pm, kick-off is at 4:30pm. Please bring an appetizer to share.  

 

 Wednesday, February 22nd is Ash Wednesday. Shepherd of the Mountains will hold worship service 
at 6:30pm. 

 

 Lent Soup Suppers begin on Wednesday, February 29th at 5:45pm followed by worship at 6:30pm. 
Please mark your calendars for the four Wednesdays of Lent. 

 

 Pastor Al Schoonover will be on vacation starting Monday, February 6th. He will be returning on 
Saturday, February 18th. In case of emergencies, you can contact Mitzi Thorkildsen, Church Secretary.  

The Reverend Lynn Cunningham  

from Dubois, Wyoming has 

 graciously accepted our offer 
 to perform Worship Services on  

February 12
th
. Please make him feel 

 welcomed! 
 

 Circle of Care just finished their 2012  

Training Session for its current and  
new volunteers. If you are aware of 

 anyone in need of their wonderful and 

 loving services, please contact  

Carolyn Daily at 690-1172, or  
Mitzi Thorkildsen at the church 

 to make a referral.  

 

 Souper Bowl of Caring 
 The congregation will have an opportunity 

 to participate in the Souper Bowl 

 of caring on Sunday, February 5th. If you  

have any questions, please contact  

Robyn Lunsford for more information. 
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 The Bridger Teton Thrivent Board has at least one position open, beginning in January. If you are a 

member of Thrivent, please consider serving on the board. Let’s represent Shepherd of the Mountains. 

Our church benefits from this participation. This past year, Thrivent contributed $1400 towards the 

Youth Guatemala trip. Other needs have been addressed as well. Please email or call, Rose Ann Jeske: 
rosedale@bresnan.net or 307-690-6194. 

 

 Wednesday, February 29th - Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church in Jackson will host a 
Community Blood Drive on Wednesday, February 29

th
, from 12pm-6:45pm and on Thursday March 1

st
, 

from 10am-2pm. Donors can make an appointment at www.bloodhero.com. It takes about an hour of 

your time and your one unit of blood can SAVE THE LIFE of up to three individuals! If you can help 

out at the registration desk for an hour or two, please contact Jolene Moulder at 413-4561. Please Read 

These Facts: Someone needs blood every 2 seconds. · One pint of blood can save up to 3 lives. · Healthy 
adults who are at least 17 years old (16 in some states) and weigh at least 110 pounds may donate blood 

every 56 days or every two months. · More than 40,000 pints of donated blood are used each day in the 

U.S. and Canada . · About 1 in 7 people entering a hospital need blood.· 4.5 million Americans will need 
a blood transfusion each year. · 37 percent of the U.S. population is eligible to donate blood – less than 

10 percent do annually. Nearly all organ transplants require the patient to receive blood transfusions.· 

People who donate blood are volunteers and are not paid for their donation.· About three gallons of 
blood supports the entire nation’s blood supply for about 1 minute.· Red blood cells must be used within 

42 days.· There is no substitute for human blood. 

 

 Food Bank Helpful Hints! Here are three ways to help you remember to purchase items for our food 

baskets: put a food item flyer at home where you write your grocery lists, on your desk at work, or in 
your car. Flyers are available in the narthex and sanctuary. Thank you for caring! 

 

 Worship at the Living Center:  The 2
nd

 Sunday of every month the Pastor and the Singles Group will 

be holding worship services at 2:30pm at the Living Center.  We invite each of you to come sing, 
worship and spend time with the wonderful residents of the Living Center located next to St. John’s 

hospital. 

 

 WHAT A NEAT IDEA! 

 ...to put Shepherd of the Mountain's Endowment Fund in my giving-away plans! 

  

How can I do this? 

 by including the Fund in my will. 

 by naming the Fund the sole or shared beneficiary of a life insurance policy, 

 new or revised. 

 by making the Fund the ultimate beneficiary of a life insurance policy, IRA, 

 pension plan, living trust, or gift annuity. 

 by giving gifts of cash, securities, or personal property during my lifetime. 

 

The Endowment Fund is needed.  It can do God's work in new and creative ways in ministry 

and missions.  It is a way I can witness to my faith in Jesus Christ and my love for His Church.  

It also shows my gratitude for God's good gifts.  A brochure describing the Fund's policies and 

purposes is available in the church office. 
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Food Bank Donations 

 

CONTACTS FOR CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS 
Inger Schou, Treasurer.................................   733-8498 
Pamela Zernis, Financial Secretary..............   733-2377 

Holly Luense Sunday School.......................   690-4731 

Sharon King, Sunday School........................   734-1147 

Robyn Lunsford, Youth Education..............   733-2534 
Shari Meeks, Youth Education....................   733-4774 

Sharon King, Worship/Music Ministry.......   734-1147 

Cindy DeVos, Knitting Ministry....................    654-7707 
Betsy Grande, Altar Ministry...........................   690-1884 

Nyles Ellefson, Usher Ministry.........................   733-9676 

Dine Dellenback, Prayer Chain Ministry.........   733-8409 

Dale and Rose Jeske, Landscape Ministry........   733-1748 
Nikki Thompson, Bulletin.................................   733-4382 

Carolyn Daily, Circle of Care Ministry.............   690-1172 

Food Bank Donations  “Red Ticket Items” 
Thank you so much for helping to meet a continuing need in our community of Jackson. The 
Jackson Hole Food Cupboard has informed us that they would like us to help in meeting the 
NUTRITIONAL NEEDS of those who visit the JH Food Cupboard. So, the "Red Ticket 
Items" for the month of February 2012 are MULTI-VITAMINS FOR ADULTS AND MULTI-
VITAMINS FOR CHILDREN. Please note - ALL VITAMINS MUST BE IN THEIR 
UNOPENED PACKAGE AND HAVE AN EXPIRATION DATE OF AT LEAST A YEAR. 
As always, any item on our SOTM Food Bank Flyer is acceptable and appreciated. So please 
remember MULTI-VITAMINS FOR ADULTS AND MULTI-VITAMINS FOR CHILDREN 
when shopping for groceries in the month of February. For more information, contact Betty 
Garrison at 739-1496 or Jo Schmillen at 733-7443.  
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February is American Music Month 

 

The History of Hymns 
 

Please welcome a new feature of Shepherd of the Mountains monthly newsletter, the 

History of Hymns.  From time to time, we will be featuring the history and 

background of some of our favorite Hymns.  We hope that you enjoy these.  –Ruth 

Ellefson, Music Director 

 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 The words to “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” were written by Thomas Chisholm 

(1866-1960).  He was born in a humble log cabin in Franklin, Kentucky.  He had little 

schooling but became a schoolteacher at age 16.  He is credited with writing over 1,200 

poems.  Reverend Runyan received many of Mr. Chisholm’s poems and set them to 

music.  He was a musician associated with the Moody Bible Institute. 

 

He Leadeth Me 

 

 Joseph Gilmore (1834-1918) wrote the hymn “He Leadeth Me” in 1862.  He was 

born in Boston, Massachusetts.  His father was governor of New Hampshire and Joseph 

was a preacher.  He wrote many other hymns but this one he wrote in a hurry when he 

was a visiting pastor in Philadelphia.  His wife sent it in to be published without his 

knowledge.  William Bradbury saw the text in a magazine and wrote the melody to match 

the words.  William Bradbury also wrote the music to ‘Jesus Loves Me.” 

 

Jesus Loves Me 

 

 “Jesus Loves Me,” words by Anna Warner (1820-1915) with music by William 

Bradbury (1816-1868) is probably the most influential of all hymns for children (ages 1 

to 100+).  Anna, and her sister, grew up along the Hudson River in New York in a 

secluded area.  Anna wrote the words to this hymn (with the help of her sister) as part of 

one of the bestselling novels of the day, “Say and Seal.”  The sisters were devoted 

Christians and for years taught Sunday school for young adults at the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point. 

 

 William Bradbury composed the music for Anna Warner’s text in 1861 and added 

the chorus to the four stanzas.  This song is said to be translated into more languages than 

another hymn. 
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Food Bank Donations 
“Red Ticket Items” 

 Thank you so much for helping to meet a continuing need in our community 
of Jackson. The Jackson Hole Food Cupboard is most appreciative of the efforts 
SOTM Lutheran Church has put forth to help fill the pantries of those less 
fortunate.  The “Red Ticket Items” for the month of November are PEANUT 
BUTTER, CEREAL, and CANNED MEAT. Please note, however, that any item on 
our Food Bank Flyer is acceptable and appreciated.  Please remember PEANUT 
BUTTER, CEREAL, and CANNED MEAT when you shop for groceries in the 
month of November. For more information contact Betty Garrison - 739-1496 
or Jo Schmillen - 733-7443 
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Food Bank Donations 

GROWING THE FAITH OF OUR CHILDREN –  

EXPANDING THE OPPORTUNITIES 

In order to be more faithful in Passing on the Faith, we are adding on to our 

traditional Sunday School, Milestone Ministry Events. This happens for 
both students and parents. It will happen every three or four weeks. The 

same event will be happening twice each week. This will be during the 

Sunday School hour at 9:15 and on Wednesdays at 5 PM. We hope this will 
be an opportunity to reach everyone. 

 
The first event is planned for Sunday, November 13th and Wednesday, 

November 16th. The event will include making a plaque on the Lord’s 

Prayer for the family as well as practicing and talking about prayer.  
 

The December event will occur on Sunday December 4th and 

Wednesday the 7th. It will be about Advent helping us prepare for 
Christmas.  Mark your calendars and plan to attend. 

Pastor Al Schoonover  
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The Schedule of Ministers Serving During the Sunday Morning Worship Services 
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled day, PLEASE CONTACT SOMEONE IN THAT CATEGORY AND MAKE A 

TRADE; THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. Thank you! 
SOTMLC is looking for ALTAR GUILD volunteers! If you are able to 
help with this ministry, please contact Betsy Grande at 307-690-1884 

 
 

 

   
   

    

Lector List    

 
8:00 10:30 

February 5  
John 
Daily 

Ed 
Liebzeit 

February 12  
Susan 
Freeze  

Nyles 
Ellefson 

February 19  
Mike 
Eden 

Christina 
Mizelle 

February 26  
Tracie 
Welch 

Marion 
Hudnall 

 

Usher/ Greeters List 
FEBRUARY 
 
February 5: 8:00am  Scott Schmillen & Family 

  10:30am  McCreedy Family 
 
February 12: 8:00am  Kelly & Kevin Krause 
  10:30am  Marianne Hudnall & 

Robyn Lunsford 
 
February 19: 8:00am  Freeze Family 
  10:30am  Moulder Family 

 
February 22: 6:30pm  Sherry Kinsella 
Ash Wednesday 
 
February 26: 8:00am  Holly Luense 
  10:30am  Grande  Family 
 
February 5: 8:00am  Scott Schmillen & Family 

  10:30am  McCreedy Family 
 
February 12: 8:00am  Kelly & Kevin Krause 
  10:30am  Marianne Hudnall & 

Robyn Lunsford 
 
February 19: 8:00am  Freeze Family 
  10:30am  Alois & Cindy DeVos 
 

February 22: 6:30pm  Sherry Kinsella 

Altar List 
February:     March: 

5th-Rose Jeske    4th-Jo Schmillen 
12th-Betsy Grande   11-Rose Jeske 

19th-Melanie Sands   18--Betsy Grande 

26th-Diana Eden   25-Melanie Sands  

sters 
 


